
 

RECEPTION Autumn 1  Autumn 2  Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1  Summer 2  

   All About Me Me and My World 

 

Superheroes in the City Traditional Tales The Animal Kingdom Around the World 

Personal, Social 

and Emotional 

Reception 

 

 

Using a range of books your child will develop 
their emotional literacy through the 
encouragement of talk based around 
themselves and their feelings.  They will also 
begin to develop self-regulation through 
strategies to build positive relationships with 
both children and adults. 

Children will learn and talk about the different 
factors that support their overall health and 
wellbeing. Including talking about tooth brushing 
and being a safe pedestrian. 

Children will be encouraged to narrate their own 
decisions about healthy foods, highlighting the 
importance of eating plenty of fruits and 
vegetables. 
At the beginning of the topic we will support 
children in setting their own goals and to achieve 
them. 
 

Children will discuss the importance of 
managing screen time and gaining knowledge of 
the impact this can have on our bodies and 
minds. 

Children talk about how they and others show 
feelings, talk about their own and others’ 
behaviour, and its consequences, and know that 
some behaviour is unacceptable through stories 
such as the Rainbow Fish. 
 

Children know, explore and talk about 
the different factors that support their overall 
health and wellbeing. 

Communication 

and Language 

Reception 

 

 

Children will develop strategies to maintains 
attention, concentrate and sit quietly during 
appropriate activities. They will use mindfulness 
to prepare for times where more attention/focus 
is required. 
Children will respond to instructions involving a 
two-part sequence. The FANTASTICS will be 
introduced in areas around the classroom such 
as the small world and home corner as a prompt 
for talk. 

Children will be introduced to new vocabulary 
when learning about festivals such as bonfire 
night, Diwali, advent and Christmas. They will be 
encouraged to use this new vocabulary in 
different contexts and to ask questions to find 
out more.  
We will engage in non-fiction books to explore 
these festivals further.  
We will also ask the children to recall their 
experiences of family celebrations and describe 
them in some detail. 
 

We will use the Superhero story of Michael 
Recycle to encourage children to consider how 
the environment is influenced by human activity 
whilst gaining new topic related vocabulary.  
 
We will share Superhero tales using books, 
small world figures, role play, poems, songs and 
more! 
 

Children will be using talk to help work out 
problems and organise thinking and activities 
explain how things work and why they might 
happen. They will listen to and talk about stories 
to build familiarity and understanding. Retelling 
the stories, once they have developed a deep 
familiarity with the text. 
We will be exploring a variety of traditional tales 
using picture power and our FANTASTIC lenses 
to promote talk and dig deeper into the text.  
Children will also participate in our whole school 
science week which we will link to Jack and the 
Beanstalk. Investigations and experiments that 
take place during that week will encourage your 
child to use talk to solve problems.  

Children will listen attentively and respond to 
what they hear with relevant questions, 
comments and actions when being read to and 
during whole class discussions and small group 
interactions.  
They will make comments about what they have 
heard and ask questions to clarify their 
understanding. Participate in small group, class 
and one-to-one discussions, offering their own 
ideas, using recently introduced vocabulary.  
A first-hand experience at the farm will allow for 
children to respond to their experience with 
relevant questions and comments.  When 
sharing non-fiction texts and Go Jetter’s 
adventures use discussions and circle time to 
encourage the children to engage in 
conversations about what they have read or 
watched. 

Children will learn to express their ideas and 
feelings about their experiences using full 
sentences, including use of past, present and 
future tenses and making use of conjunctions, 
with modelling and support from their teacher. 
They will continue to participate in small group, 
class and one-to-one discussions, offering their 
own ideas, using recently introduced 
vocabulary.  
We will introduce the children to various 
destinations around the world through 
photographs, videos, artefacts books, sharing 
food and children’s lifestyles. Through this range 
of experiences, we hope to provide your child 
with the opportunity to talk and to build a rich 
vocabulary. 
 

Physical 

Education  

Reception 

 

 

Mindfulness and Movement 
Children will Revise and refine the fundamental 
movement skills they have already acquired 
such as rolling, jumping, running and hopping. 
They will progress towards a more fluent style of 
moving, with developing control and grace. 
 

Dance 
 Children will learn to combine different 
movements with ease and fluency. Exploring 
and engaging in music making and dance, 
performing solo or in groups. 
 
 

Ball Skills 
As well as refining ball skills including throwing, 
catching, kicking, passing, batting and aiming 
we will begin to learn ball games with teams, 
rules and targets. 
 

Gymnastics 

Children will learn about what gymnasts are and 

how they move. They explore moving like 

gymnasts themselves, jumping in different ways. 

They will also add balances to their sequences, 

performing them with increasing control. 

Games 
Children will practise and develop skills which 
include controlling a ball, rolling and throwing a 
ball, bouncing a ball, kicking a ball, catching a 
ball and striking a ball. They will develop 
individual skills, as well as learning how to play a 
few simple games and become part of a team. 
 

Obstacles and Races 
 Children will learn all about athletic events that 
involve throwing skills, such as the javelin, 
discus or shot-put. They will learn all about 
running, sprinting and long-distance running. 
Inspired by some famous jumpers, children will 
learn all about the long jump and high jump. 

Literacy 

Reception 

 

 

 

In reading and writing children will begin to 
segment the sounds in simple words and blend 
them together. They will link sounds to letters, 
naming and sounding the letters of the alphabet. 
They will use some clearly identifiable letters to 
communicate meaning, representing some 
sounds correctly and in sequence. Writing their 
own name and other things, such as labels and 
captions. 
There will be lots of opportunities created for 
children to engage in name writing across all 
areas of the environment. E.G. labels for models 
in construction site. 

In phonics children will be work through phases 
2 and 3. They will be encouraged to use their 
new sounds to blend them into words, so that 
they can read short words made up of known 
letter– sound correspondences. We will also 
continue to introduce more tricky words. 
In their writing children will be supported in 
spelling words by identifying the sounds and 
then writing the sound with letter/s. 
 

We will focus on developing phonics skills and 
retaining phonics knowledge. With lots of 
opportunities to put this into practise. Children 
will be encouraged to engage in writing 
opportunities through the stimulus of Superhero 
messages/signs/power words. We will move 
from word collecting into sentence making using 
Superheroes as a stimulus to write. 
 

Children will read and reread books to build up 
their confidence in word reading, their fluency 
and their understanding and enjoyment. We will 
focus on letter formation of both lower-case and 
capital letters. Your child will be encouraged to 
write short sentences with words with known 
sound-letter correspondences using a capital 
letter and full stop.  
We will be transforming our word collecting into 
sentence making this half term. As we collect 
amazing vocabulary from our traditional tales we 
will create the most amazing sentences! There 
will be lots of opportunities for children to 
engage in writing across all areas of the 
environment including signs for the wolf or 
warning posters for the goats! 

Children will demonstrate understanding of what 
has been read to them by retelling stories and 
narratives using their own words and recently 
introduced vocabulary. Use and understand 
recently introduced vocabulary during 
discussions about stories, non-fiction, rhymes 
and poems and during role play. Say a sound for 
each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 
digraphs. Read words consistent with their 
phonic knowledge by sound-blending. Write 
recognisable letters, most of which are correctly 
formed. Spell words by identifying sounds in 
them and representing the sounds with a letter 
or letters.  Write simple phrases and sentences 
that can be read by others.  
As we collect amazing vocabulary from our non-
fiction texts we will create the most amazing 
sentences! There will be lots of opportunities for 
children to engage in writing across all areas of 
the environment including maps, observations in 
the woodland and letters to the farmer. 

Children will use and understand recently 
introduced vocabulary during discussions about 
stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems and 
during role play. Read words consistent with 
their phonic knowledge by sound-blending. They 
will read aloud simple sentences and books that 
are consistent with their phonic knowledge, 
including some common exception words. In 
their writing they will spell words by identifying 
sounds in them and representing the sounds 
with a letter or letters. As well as writing simple 
phrases and sentences that can be read by 
others.  
As we collect amazing vocabulary from our non-
fiction texts we will create the most amazing 
sentences! There will be lots of opportunities for 
children to engage in writing across all areas of 
the environment including postcards home, 
funky facts (in the style of the Go Jetters) and 
filling in our own passports of our adventures. 
 

Mathematics 

Reception 

 

 

Children will recognise some numerals of 
personal significance. They will develop their 
ability to count using one to one 
correspondence. They will also count actions or 
objects which cannot be moved. Children will 
begin to estimate and will be encouraged to use 
the language of ‘more’ and ‘fewer’ to compare 
two sets of objects. They will also compare two 
groups and will be encouraged to count sets 
carefully helping them to link the names of the 
numbers to their value and their position in the 
counting order. 

Children will develop an understanding of ‘one 
more than/one less than’ relationship between 
consecutive numbers. They will become 
confident in linking the number symbol with its 
cardinal value.  
A huge focus this half term will be to introduce 
children into investigating the composition of 
numbers. We will begin with numbers that are 
familiar to the children to introduce this 
mathematical concept. 
Children will also select, rotate and manipulate 
shapes in order to develop spatial reasoning 
skills.  
 

Children reinforce their understanding of 
cardinality. E.G. To know that the last number in 
the count tells us ‘how many’ things there are 
altogether in a set of objects. 
When comparing, children will notice attributes 
and begin to understand similarities and 
differences. 
We will be exploring the composition of numbers 
to 5 through concept of ‘wholes’ and ‘parts’. 
We will also be learning and recalling number 
bonds to 5. 
 

Children will learn to automatically recall number 
bonds for numbers 0-10. Select, rotate and 
manipulate shapes in order to develop spatial 
reasoning skills. Compose and decompose 
shapes so that children recognise a shape can 
have other shapes within it, just as numbers 
can. They will also continue, copy and create 
repeating patterns. 
 
We will explore the composition of 9 and 10 
before comparing numbers to 10. We will 
engage in practical activities to learn and recall 
number bonds to 10.  
 

Children will count objects, actions and sounds. 
Link the number symbol (numeral) with it’s 
cardinal number value. Compare numbers. 
Count beyond ten. Verbally count beyond 20, 
recognising the pattern of the counting system. 
Select, rotate and manipulate shapes in order to 
develop spatial reasoning skills.  
 
We will explore the number system beyond 10, 
identifying and recognising patterns within the 
number system. Children will then move onto to 
match, rotate and manipulate shape to develop 
spatial reasoning. 
 

Children will embed their understanding of all 
mathematical concepts learnt throughout the 
year. They will also explore and represent 
patterns within numbers up to 10, including 
evens and odds, double facts and how 
quantities can be distributed equally. Select, 
rotate and manipulate shapes in order to 
develop spatial reasoning skills.  
 
We will deepen our understanding of patterns 
and relationships within the number system. 
Finishing the year exploring spatial reasoning 
through mapping. 
 



Understanding 

the World 

Reception 

 

 

Children will be thinking about similarities and 

differences between themselves and others, and 

among families, communities and traditions. 

They will begin to explore their locality within 

their immediate environment. 

They will explore the outdoors and look closely 

at similarities, differences, patterns and change. 

Children will explore festivals that take place this 

half term such as Diwali, Bonfire Night, Advent 

and Christmas. 

We will share places of worship and promote 

discussions about similarities and differences 

between them. We hope to take the children on 

a tour of the city identifying places of 

significance for different people. 

We will explore the outdoors and woodland area 

as autumn is fully established followed by the 

beginning of winter.  

Children will explore and compare our own New 

Year traditions to Chinese New Year. 

We will go on amazing adventures to various 

lands/countries and compare how they are 

different to Lichfield. For example, Superheroes 

in the city – comparing a capital city such as 

London to Lichfield.  

 

Children will compare and contrast characters 
from stories, including figures from the 
past. Gaining an understanding of the past 
through settings, characters and events 
encountered in books read in class and 
storytelling.  
 
They will explore scientific concepts linked to the 
focus driven by our whole school science week. 

Children will draw information from a simple 
map. Recognise some similarities and 
differences between life in this country and life in 
other countries. They will describe their 
immediate environment using knowledge from 
observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts 
and maps.  

Children will join me on adventures to various 
countries around the world and explain some 
similarities and differences between life in this 
country and life in other countries, drawing on 
knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and 
(when appropriate) maps.  

Expressive Arts 

and Design 

Reception 

 

 

Children will engage in role play through a 

variety of media that encourages them introduce 

storyline into play by using dressing up outfits 

and masks, to retell the story. 

Artist Focus: Picasso 

Children will listen attentively, move to and talk 
about music, expressing their feelings and 
responses.  
  
They will watch and talk about dance and 
performance art, expressing their feelings and 
responses.  
 
Artist Focus: Kandinsky 

Children will learn to play in the role of 

Superheroes and they will be encouraged to 

develop their ideas using props and resources. 

Artist Focus: Craig Davidson  

Children will create collaboratively sharing ideas, 

resources and skills. They will develop storylines 

in their pretend play.  Inventing, adapting and 

recounting narratives and stories with friends.  

Our artist focus this half term is Seurat. As we 

paint some of our favourite characters using 

variety of art tools with greater accuracy.  

Artist Focus: Seurat 

Children will share their creations, explaining the 
process they have used. 
 
They will explore the artist Matisse during their 
focus on minibeasts. 
 
Artist Focus: Matisse 

Children will share dance and performance art at 

each country visited and encourage the 

expression their feelings in responses to the 

performances.  

 

 


