
 

NURSERY Autumn 1  Autumn 2  Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1  Summer 2  

   All About Me 

 

Me and My World Superheroes in the City Traditional Tales The Animal Kingdom Around the World 

Personal, Social 

and Emotional 

Nursery 

 

 

This is an important part of the year where the 
children will spend time getting used to their 
new surroundings. We will be concentrating on 
settling into nursery and making lots of friends 
 
Our circle times and the use of a range of books 
will encourage discussions about favourite 
things, what we like about ourselves, family and 
emotions.  

We will continue to develop sharing and turn 
taking. The children will also be encouraged to 
show increased involvement in chosen activities 
and carpet sessions. 
As part of our people who help us theme we will 
focus on healthy teeth.  
We will also be exploring different emotions.  

1Decision – Green’s Greens   - sharing a story 
linked to Green Rainbow Drop, who really likes 
sweets, fizzy drinks and cake 
 
Learn about healthy/unhealthy foods – visit 
from Packington 
Sort healthy/unhealthy food 
Circle Time/1Decision animation and activities   
Emotions - What makes you worried? Why? 
(Orange feels worried) 
Fruits – What fruits can you name? Which ones 
do you like to eat? Why?  
Vegetables - What vegetables can you name? 
Which ones do you like to eat? Why? 

Children will be learning about germs and the 
importance of washing hands. We will explore 
and talk about our feelings, using words such as 
happy, sad, angry or worried. Using different 
traditional tales characters we will dig a little 
deeper and try to understand how others might 
be feeling. Our circle times and other activities 
will include discussing play fighting, using our 
indoor voice and sharing. 
 

In PSE we will focus on keeping safe in the sun. 
We will listen to the animated 1Decision story 
‘Rainbow Visits the Seaside’ 
 
During circle time we will discuss pets and 
holidays.  
 
We will also be chatting lots about playing in a 
group, managing our feelings and understanding 
how others might be feeling 

We will be exploring different foods from all 
over the world.  
1Decision story ‘Rainbow’s Food Journey’ 
 
During circle time we will talk about cold 
countries, hot countries and friendships.  
 
We will also complete transition into Reception 
activities.  
1Decision story - ‘Green is Moving Up a Year’  

Communication 

and Language 

Nursery 

 

 

Time to Talk Assessments 
Share lots of stories linked to theme and 
interests. 
Listening Game  
Bear Hunt week focused on phase one phonics. 
We’re Going on a Sound Hunt activity 
Mindfulness activities - increase attention span 
Use of write stuff picture power to assess 
children’s understanding.   
Use of cosy corner to chat about stories. 
Circle time  
Use of ‘Write Stuff’ to encourage talk in 
different areas Talking about ourselves/our 
families/our likes and dislikes 
 
*Time to Talk Programme 
*Circle Time  

Use of The Fantatstics to encourage and 
develop vocab – picture power 
Nursery Rhyme Week – a rhyme a day  
Phase One Phonics – a focus on Aspect 1-3 
*Time to Talk Programme 
*Circle Time 

TIME TO TALK ASSESSMENTS  
 
Use of The Fantatstics to encourage and 
develop vocab – picture power/word collector  
We will talk about the role of healthy food in 
staying healthy.  
We will sing rhymes.  
We will talk about celebrations at home.  
Phase One Phonics 
Phase Two Phonics  
*Time to Talk Programme 
*Circle Time 

We will share different traditional tales and 
have lots of opportunities to talk about them. 
Our key texts will be Goldilocks and the Three 
Bears, The Three Little Pigs, Jack and the 
Beanstalk and The Gingerbread Man. We will 
find out about different story beginnings and 
endings. 
 
Use of The Fantatstics to encourage and 
develop vocab and share knowledge of story – 
picture power/word collector  
Phase One Phonics planning  
Lots of opportunities to share key songs/rhymes 
 
Continuous provision to contain rhyming 
spoons/story spoons/phase one activities/key 
texts 
*Time to Talk Programme 
*Circle Time 

TIME TO TALK ASSESSMENTS  
 
Share theme using books, small world figures 
and use of picture power – T to play alongside 
chn in imaginative play.  
 
Use of The Fantatstics to encourage and 
develop vocab and share knowledge – picture 
power/word collector  
Phase One Phonics planning  
Lots of opportunities to share key songs/rhymes 
 
Continuous provision to contain rhyming 
spoons/story spoons/phase one activities/key 
texts 
 
*Time to Talk Programme 
*Circle Time 

During free flow, woodland mornings and adult 
led activities, adults will model language that 
promotes thinking and challenges children: “I 
can see that’s empty – I wonder what happened 
to the snail that used to be in that shell?” “The 
floor was wet not long ago, I wonder what 
happed to the water?”  
Adults will use a variety of open-ended 
questions during free flow, woodland mornings 
and adult led activities. The use of open ended 
questions will encourage more thinking and 
longer responses. Sustained shared thinking will 
also be encouraged.  
We will collect a variety of new vocabulary from 
our topic.  
 
*Time to Talk Programme 
*Circle Time 

Physical 

Education  

Nursery 

 

 

Children will have the opportunity to develop 
their movement, balancing, riding and ball skills. 
They will learn how to use the outdoor climbing 
cube and balancing equipment safely. We will 
play games such as musical statues that will help 
us to practise skipping, hopping and standing on 
one leg.  
 
There will be lots of opportunities for the 
children to develop their fine motor skills.  

We will be using our large motor movements to 
wave flags and streamers, paint and make 
marks.  
 
For our Christmas performance we will be using 
and remembering sequences and patterns of 
movements which are related to music and 
rhythm.  
 
We will continue to develop our fine motor skills 
through activities such as Dough Disco and using 
our Finger Gym area.  

1Decision – Green’s Greens   - sharing a story 
linked to Green Rainbow Drop, who really likes 
sweets, fizzy drinks and cake 
Complete an obstacle course 
Children complete and create their own 
obstacle courses.  
Different finger gym activities  
Dough Disco  
Polar Bear drawing  

Children will be encouraged to take part in some 
group activities which they make up for 
themselves, or in teams. We will continue to 
develop our fine motor skills through lots of 
activities using tweezers, scissors, hammers etc. 
The children will also be given the opportunity 
to use our outdoor swimming pool. 

This half term we will complete a number of 
challenges based on our ball skills, including 
moving, rolling, throwing, hitting a target and 
bouncing and catching.  
We will also continue to develop our fine motor 
skills.  

This half term we will practise different skills 
linked to sports day - e.g. object balancing, egg 
and spoon, sprinting and hurdles.  
We will take part in some movement play 
activities.  
 
Children will continue to develop their pencil 
grip through lots of different fine motor 
activities and mark making opportunities.  



Literacy 

Nursery 

 

 

The children will learn how to listen to different 
sounds in the environment and be able to 
distinguish between them (Aspect 1). We will be 
developing our phonological awareness further 
by learning lots of different rhymes and listening 
to rhyming stories. We will begin to clap the 
syllables in our name.  
We will develop our love of books by sharing 
stories with an adult, with a friend or looking at 
them alone. The adults will be encouraging lots 
of talk about stories and encourage joining in 
with stories.  
We will be noticing some print, such as the first 
letter of our name or a familiar logo.   
Furthermore, children will be developing their 
early writing skills by mark making in lots of 
different ways. They will be encouraged to make 
marks on their pictures to stand for their name.  
We will begin to practice writing our name.  

The children will continue with phase one 
phonics sessions.  
We will be exploring environmental sounds, 
instrumental sounds and sounds using our 
bodies (Aspect 1-3).  
We will introduce a new phoneme each week (s, 
a, t) - look out for linked activities via Class Dojo.  
Stories this half term will include; Red Visits the 
Dentist (animated story), Sparks in the Sky, 
Firefighter Story, Give Us a Smile Cinderella, 
Father Christmas Needs a Wee, Dinosaur 
Christmas and Dear Santa. 
 ‘World Nursery Rhyme Week’. The rhymes will 
include; Head, shoulders, knees and toes, Incy 
wincy Spider, Wind the Bobbin Up, Down in the 
Jungle, Sleeping Bunnies (you could practise 
singing these rhymes at home). 
We will continue to encourage the children to 
enjoy drawing freely and add marks to their 
drawings, which they give meaning to, e.g. ‘That 
says mummy’.  
We will be practising our name writing through 
lots of different activities - e.g. using the light 
boards, tracing over their name using 
paintbrushes and water. 

Phase 1 Phonics – Aspect 4 - Rhythm and Rhyme 
(rhymes/syllables)/Aspect 5 – 
Alliteration/Aspect 6 – Voice Sounds/Aspect 7 – 
Oral Blending and Segmenting 
 
Phase 2 Phonics – letters t, p, i, n, m 
 
10 minute pledge – ensure each time we talk 
about different parts of the book  
 
Weekly name practise  
.  
 

Key texts – one taught each week with 
opportunities to explore the books  
 
Jack Hartman – Different parts of a book song  
 
Use of role play area/cosy corner to support 
story telling and conversations about stories  
 
 
Phase 1 Phonics – Aspect 4 - Rhythm and Rhyme 
(rhymes/syllables)/Aspect 5 – 
Alliteration/Aspect 6 – Voice Sounds/Aspect 7 – 
Oral Blending and Segmenting 
 
Phase 2 Phonics – letters -  b, g, o, e 
 
10 minute pledge – ensure each time we talk 
about different parts of the book  
 
Weekly name practise  

Key texts – one taught each week with 
opportunities to explore the books and talk 
about them  
 
Use of cosy corner to support conversations 
about stories  
 
Phase 1 Phonics session each day  
Phase 2 Phonics – letters -  u, c, h, f, r 
10 minute pledge – ensure each time we talk 
about different parts of the book  
Weekly name practise  
Create ‘The Hungry Caterpillar’ story map – use 
pictures and use   
‘The Hungry Caterpillar’ – Why did the 
caterpillar get so fat?  
Dear Zoo – Why is the … not a good pet? Why is 
the dog a good pet?  
Creating a treasure map  
Encourage lists in the role play area – shop/vets 

Weekly name practice 
Phase 1 Phonics each day 
Phase 2 Phonics – letters (s a t p i n m d g o b e u 
c h f r) new letters – l for London and k for koala 
Key Texts: My World Your World, Peppa Visits 
London, The Koala Who Could, Paris A Book of 
shapes, A Walk Around Paris, The Great Wall of 
China – non-fiction text 

Mathematics 

Nursery 

 

 

Colours - recognising and naming colours 
Sorting - sorting by various attributes 
Patterns - Continuing an AB pattern  
 
Daily maths skills will include days of the week 
song, number songs and rhymes, maths games, 
different maths activities within continuous 
provision and incorporating maths in daily 
routines, e.g. counting how many children can 
play in the home corner, counting during 
registration time.  

Size: 
- Using the language of size 
Making comparisons between objects relating 
to size and length 
Counting: 
Reciting numbers in order 
Counting objects  
Fast recognition of objects, without having to 
count them (subitising)  
Comparing: 
- Comparing amounts of objects using language 
such as more than/fewer than 

The children will identify and understand 
numbers to 5.  
We will be  completing lots of counting and 
solving mathematical problems with numbers 
up to 5.  
We will practise linking numerals and amounts: 
for example, showing the right number of 
objects to match the numeral, up to 5.  
We will practise using our fingers to represent 
numbers and fast recognition of up to 3 objects 
without having to count them individually 
(subitising)  

The children will identify and understand 
numbers to 6. We will be completing lots of 
counting and solving mathematical problems 
with numbers up to 6. We will practise linking 
numerals and amounts: for example, showing 
the right number of objects to match the 
numeral, up to 6. We will practise using our 
fingers to represent numbers and fast 
recognition of up to 3 objects without having to 
count them individually (subitising) 

We will continue to describe a sequence of 
events, using words such as first,next.  
We will be extending and creating ABAB 
patterns using stickers, fruit etc 
We will compare the weight of different animals 
using balancing scales.  
We will explore capacity using the words, 
‘empty’ and ‘full’ 
We will continue to explore numbers through 
our continuous provision.  

We will be describing a familiar route.  
We will be discussing routes and locations, using 
words like “in front of” and “behind”.  
We will recap on the different shapes that we 
know and talk about them using formal and 
informal language: sides, corners, straight, flat, 
round.  
We will use a variety of different shapes to 
construct different landmarks from around the 
world. As we build we will be encouraged to talk 
about the shapes that we see.  
We will continue to practise our counting and 
linking numerals and amounts.  

Understanding 

the World 

Nursery 

 

We will be making connections between the 
features of our own family and other families. 
We will be developing positive attitudes 
between people and we will begin to make 
sense of our own life-story and family history.  
 

The ‘People Who Help Us’ topic will support 
children to think about different occupations 
and ways of life. 
The role play area will be set up as a 
dentist/doctors. 
We will be exploring natural materials in the 
woodland. 

Investigating magnets – what materials 
attract/repel?  
Rescuing Elsa’s friends from the ice – exploring 
ice/ice melting 
Investigation station – investigating ice  
Growing potatoes  
Talking about Christmas memories from 
photographs provided by parents 
Explore polar animals  and where they live  
Learn about Chinese New Year  

Use Goldilocks and the Three Bears as a starting 
point to explore different textures – e.g. 
hard/soft 
Plant beans as part of Jack and the Beanstalk 
week  
Use noticing lens to explore changes when 
making porridge  
Use noticing lens to explore what happens when 
the gingerbread man goes into water  
Use That’s Not My… to introduce texture words  
Woodland activity card cutout – that’s not my 
gingerbread man his buttons are too…?  
We will explore and celebrate Easter! - Making 
Easter cards, Easter egg hunt, We’re Going on 
an Egg Hunt story.  

We will be exploring the lifecycle of a butterfly 
and frog.  
We will continue to grow potatoes.  
We will investigate floating and sinking. 

We will be exploring different foods from all 
over the world.  
The role play area will be set up as a home 
corner and enhancements will be provided to 
reflect the country that we are learning about 
that week.  
We will harvest, cook and taste our potatoes.  
We will find different countries on the map of 
the world and learn about some of the unique 
things about that country.  
 

Expressive Arts 

and Design 

Nursery 

 

 

We will be creating self-portraits, create faces 
with play-dough and explore other exciting 
mediums to produce exciting pieces of art. The 
children will explore using different tools from 
paintbrushes to finger painting.  
The role-play area will allow the children to 
engage in imaginative role-play based on own 
first-hand experiences. 

We will be developing our own ideas and 
deciding which materials to use to make them 
through making junk models.  
We will be learning different Christmas songs in 
preparation for our Christmas performance.  

Make superhero equipment 
Use small world area to develop storylines, e.g. 
frozen  
Building a palace for Elsa (use sugar cubes/glass 
gems/sparkly pipe cleaners/white 
marshmallows) 
Creating our own super vegetable  
SUPERHEROES UNITE DANCE 

Draw with increasing complexity and detail and 
show different emotions in drawings. Explore 
colour and colour mixing. We will use the small 
world toys to develop stories 

The role play area will be set up as a rainforest 
cafe.  
We will be completing lots of music activities 
that focus on listening, music games and sing 
and play activities.  
 

During our Australia week we will be drawing 
koalas 
We will be using different materials to create a 
number of different landmarks  
End of year performance 

 

 

 

 

 


